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» He found a bat.
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» He found a bat.
» It was in the dugout.
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» He found a bat.
» |t tried to bite him.
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» He found a bat.
» He didn’t bat an eye.
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» pasum alabhéta (“he should sacrifice an animal”)
» graham sammarsti (“he wipes off the cup”)
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» Aleksandar is here.
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» That sounds like a great idea.
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Frege’s context principle

It is only in the context of a sentence that words mean
something.

Nur in Zusammenhange eines Satzes bedeuten die Wérter etwas.

Frege 1884: §62, p. 73
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Voloshinov’s context principle

The meaning of a word is determined entirely by its context.
In fact, there are as many meanings of a word as there are
contexts of its usage.

Smysl slova vsetselo opredelyayetsya yego kontekstom. V
sushchnosti, skol'’ko kontekstov upotrebleniya dannogo slova, —
stol’ko yego znacheniy.

VoloSinov 1973: 79
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An outline of the Mimamsa system

Andrew Ollett

Mimamsa Sdtras of Jaimini
1st c. BCE?

Bhasya of Sabara
5t c. CE?

Kumarila | | Prabhakara
7th ¢c. CE? 7t ¢c. CE?

- |Salikanatha
9 c. CE
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Mimamsa’s definition of a sentence

It is a single sentence if, upon being split up, there would be
unresolved dependencies, on account of the fact that it has a

single meaning/purpose (artha-).
arthaikatvad ékam vakyam sakanksarm céed vibhage syat

Mimamsa Sdtra 2.1.46
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The traditional doxography

abhihitanvayah (“the relation of [word-meanings] that have
been expressed [by the words]”): first words express their
meanings, then these meanings are synthesized into a
sentence-meaning

anvitabhidhanam (“the expression of relational
[word-meanings]”): words express meanings that are already
related to the meanings expressed by the other words in the
sentence
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Kumarila on sentence-meaning

Our position is that sentence-meaning is secondary meaning
in every case.

vakyartho laksyamano hi sarvatraivéti nah sthitih

Extensive Notes (Brhattika)? (quoted in Salikanatha’s
Fundamentals of Sentence Meaning)
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Prabhakara’s intervention

TEACHER: ...my purpose here is to express a distinction.

STUDENT: But what distinction do you mean to express? The
aforestated objection that there is no connection [between a
linguistic expression and its meaning] has already been dealt
with, hasn’t it? And as for sentence-meaning, hasn’t that
already been objected to [in Mimamsa Suatra 1.1.4, where
perception is rejected as a source of knowledge for dharma
because] “it apprehends only things that are present”?
Mimarnsakas consider that the originariness of the
connection applies to words.
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Prabhakara’s intervention

TEACHER: — Why should | bother making up the speech of
lazy students? Something’s meaning is whatever is
understood from it. And in the practical activity of adults, no
meaning at all is observed to be understood from just a word.
And it’s impossible to say that a meaning that isn’t
understood has a connection with anything at all.

Andrew Ollett The Context Principle March 5, 2020 16/22



Prabhakara’s intervention

STUDENT: Then why does everyone thing that the sutra
applies to words?

TEACHER: Because they’re lazy students, as | said! Therefore
it is the connection between a sentence and its meaning
that is originary.

Long Explanation, p. 135

Andrew Ollett The Context Principle March 5, 2020 17/22



What does “relation” mean?

amod root
voca’uve
(ﬂ ,
NOUN NOUN VERB ADJ
dévadatta gam abhyaja Suklam
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Conditions for understanding relational meanings

They are conditions because, being neutral themselves, they
fix the meaning of the expression to a particular simply from a
consideration of the utterance.

upadhay6 hi tatasthah praydogadarsanamatracchabdartham visésé
'vasthapayanti

Long Explanation, p. 387
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Conditions for understanding relational meanings

» dependency (dkarnksa/apéksa): “a listener stands in need of
knowing the correlate of a given word-meaning, either in order for
the expressed meaning to make sense at all, or for the word to
fully express its relational meaning.”

e.g. dvaram

Andrew Ollett The Context Principle March 5, 2020 20/22



Conditions for understanding relational meanings

» dependency (dkarnksa/apéksa): “a listener stands in need of
knowing the correlate of a given word-meaning, either in order for
the expressed meaning to make sense at all, or for the word to
fully express its relational meaning.”

e.g. dvaram

» proximity (sannidhih): “presence in the listener’'s mind of a
word-meaning when another word-meaning is present”

e.g. ayam upavisatu, ndsau
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Conditions for understanding relational meanings

» dependency (dkarnksa/apéksa): “a listener stands in need of
knowing the correlate of a given word-meaning, either in order for
the expressed meaning to make sense at all, or for the word to
fully express its relational meaning.”

e.g. dvaram

» proximity (sannidhih): “presence in the listener’'s mind of a
word-meaning when another word-meaning is present”

e.g. ayam upavisatu, ndsau

» compatibility (yogyatd): “the ability to be connected with
something else”

e.g. purarn ratharm yati
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