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Seven Centuries

v

Sattasai (Prakrit) or Saptasati (Sanskrit)

700 single-verse Prakrit poems

attributed to Hala/Satavahana

probably from the Western Deccan (Godavari area)
dated between 1st c. and 5th c. CE

hugely important for kavya literature

v

v

v

v

v
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Satavahana: King, Poet, Patron, Publisher

Verse W3 of Seven Centuries:

From among ten million well-adorned verses
Hala, dear to poets, put together seven hundred.

satta saaim kaivacchaléna kodia majjhaarammi
haléna viraiaim salarmkarana gahanam
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Satavahana: King, Poet, Patron, Publisher

Rajasekhara’s Twenty-Four Stories (Caturvimsatiprabandhah):

Once King Satavahana asked the Goddess of Speech for a
favor. He wanted his entire city to become poets for just a single
morning. The goddess did so, and on that day one hundred
million verses were produced. They made up the text that is
called Satavahanakam.

ekada bharatim abhyarthayat. sakalam api purarh adyayamardhar
ahah kaviraparm bhavatu. tathaivam krtarn dévya. ékasmin diné
dasakotyo gathah sampannah. satavahanakasastram tatkrtam.
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Satavahana: King, Poet, Patron, Publisher

The Goddess of Speech said that she would stay in his camp
for two and a half days and then disappeared. Then, the
elephanteers and charioteers in his camp started to compose
literature in Prakrit prose and verse, and after collecting ten
million of the verses they composed, he put together seven
hundred well-adorned verses.

... bharati sardharh divasadvayarm bhavadiyé skandhavarée
sthasyamity uktva 'ntardadhé, atha tatkatakavasind hastipalasvapalah
prakrtamayarmn gadyapadyamayar kavyarn kartum upacakramire,
tatra ca taih krtésu kotimitanam gathanam kadambakam ahrtya
salamkaranar gathanar sapta $atani racitani ...
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Author-ascriptions in the text

Several commentaries identify the authors of individual verses:
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Author-ascriptions in the text

Several commentaries identify the authors of individual verses:

» Bhuvanapala (Chékoktivicaralila)

= Pune: BORI MS no. 245 of 1880-81 (incomplete)

& Kathmandu: Kesar Library MS 76 (dated to 1221 CE)
Ajada (Gathakosasaptasatatika)

= Pune: BORI MS no. 385 of 1887-91 (before 1383 CE)
Haritamrapitambara (Gathasaptasatiprakasika)

= Lahore: Panjab University Library

= London: India Office Library Sanskrit 2796
» Upadhyaya Laksmidhara (Saptasatakatika)

= Kathmandu: NAK 3/715 (only first satakam)
Kulanatha Baladéva (Vivaranam)

= Weber's K, from Fitz Edward Hall (only attributions for about a
dozen verses; other mss. apparently have more attributions)

v

v

v
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From two vulgate manuscripts (Weber’s y and y):

Herewith concludes the anthology compiled by Salahana,
seven centuries in extent, with a strong fragrance

and composed out of verses that are

marked with the names of their authors.

€s0 kainamamkiagahapadivaddhavaddhiamoo
sattasaad samatto salahanaviraio koso
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The Authors of Seven Centuries



Bhuvanapala’s attributions

Number of verses 597 100%
Number of attributions (including fasyaiva) 551 92%
Number of attributions (excluding tasyaiva) 524 88%

Number of authors named (approximately) 392 (14 women, 378 men)
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Bhuvanapala’'s MVPs

H Hala

O Palittaka
‘ O Andhralaksmi
O Cullodaka

@ Anuraga
[ 332 others

[m] = = p -
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Pitambara’s attributions

Number of verses 345 100%
Number of attributions (including tasyaiva) 321 93%
Number of attributions (excluding tasyaiva) 281 81%

Number of authors named (approximately) 196 (9 women, 187 men)
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Pitambara’s MVPs

B Salavahana
O Palita

[0 Makaranda
0 Mana

@ Anuraga

E 139 others
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Upadhyaya Laksmidhara’s attributions
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Ajada’s attributions
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What verse does it go with?

| Mugdhaharinah |

Sarah
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Index verses: reasonably secure

No. Context Attribution reference
25 ... ekkd vi kalasaro ... Kalasara (Bh+1, P) Weber (1883, 17)
383 ... gaassa hatthe ... Mattagajéndra (Bh+1, P+1)  Weber (1883, 17)

589 ... muddhaharino na nikkamai Muddhaharina (Bh, A, P) Weber (1883, 17)

Andrew Ollett The Authors of Seven Centuries July 26, 2018 21/35



Index verses: less secure

No. Context Attribution reference

151 ... maaparihinam sasivimvam ... Niskalanka (Bh+1) Weber (1883, 17)
167 ... naikaramjasahao ... Sthirasaha (Bh+1) Tieken (1983, 77)
186 ... kuviasajjanahiaasaricchai ...  Nihkopa (Bh+1) Weber (1883, 17)
231 ... amahilasarisam sahasam ... Asamasahasa (Bh) new?

395 ... nilakarhcuabhariuvvariam ...  Nila (Bh+1) new?

470 ... pamhaladhavalai ... Dhavala (Bh) new?

480 ... pupphavaidamsanam ... Nisiddha (Bh+1) Weber (1883, 17)
497 ... malaavao ... Pavana (Bh+1) Tieken (1983, 77)
590 ... sariai ullaviam ... Sara (Bh, A, P) Weber (1883, 17)
592 so ko vi gunaisao ... Gunanuraa (Bh, A; P tasyaiva) Weber (1883, 17)
593 ... devikao gamo Deva (Bh, A; P tasyaiva) Weber (1883, 17)
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Mugdhaharina and his friends: uncorrected

Verse Bhu A P

W584 569 Palittaka 569 Palittaya 585 Jivadéva
W585 570 Jivadéva 570 — 586 Jyéstha'
W586 571 Jyéstha 571 — 587 —

W587 572 Roladéva? 572 — 588 Séekhara
W588 573 Svetapatta 573 — 589 Mugdhaharina
[W614 574 Vappaka 574 Vappairaya 615 Bhimasvamin]
[W615 575 Vindhya 575 Vijjha 616 tasyaival
[W422 576 Ravirgja 576 Raviraa 425 Rajarasika]
W589 577 Mugdhaharina 577 Muddhaharina 590 Sara

W590 578 Sara 578 Sara® 591 tasyaiva
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Mugdhaharina and his friends: corrected

Verse Bhu A Pi

W584 569 Palittaka 569 Palittaya 585 Cullota

W585 570 Jivadéva 570 — 586 Jivadéeva
W586 571 Jyéstha 571 — 587 Jyéstha
W587 572 Roladéva 572 — 588 —

W588 573 Svetapatta 573 — 589 Sékhara
[W614 574 Vappaka 574 Vappairaya 615 Bhimasvamin]
[W615 575 Vindhya 575 Vijjha 616 tasyaival
[W422 576 Raviraja 576 Raviraa 425 Rajarasika]
W589 577 Mugdhaharina 577 Muddhaharina 590 Mugdhaharina
W590 578 Sara 578 Sara 591 Sara
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Reordering with the wrong attribution

Vulgate Bhuvanapala

Sthirasahah
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Vulgate Bhuvanapala

; Sthirasahah

Sthirasahah .

Andrew Ollett The Authors of Seven Centuries July 26, 2018 26 /35



Reordering without an index verse

Verse P1 Bhu

W85 85 Adivarahasya 87 Nighattasya
W86 86 Prahatayah 88 Adivarahasya

W87 87 Revayah 90 Puttisassa
W88 88 Gramakutasya 91 Revatyah
W89 89 Potasya 89 Prthivyah

WO0 90 Revayah 92 Gramakuttikayah
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Reordering without an index verse

Reconstruction 1
Adivaraha
Prahata
Réva

Gramakuita
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Pitambara

v

85=W85]

Adivaraha

-
H
Lo

v

86 = W86 |_

Prahata

v

87 = W87 |_

v

Réva

88 = W88

Gramakita

Pota
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Reordering without an index verse

Pitambara  Reconstruction 1
85= W85 | _ ..i"_ Bhuvanapala
Adivaraha '--*I Adivaraha I« | 88 = W86
go=wse| .- W86 [
Prahata ->| Prahata ]4 189 #wW87!
g7=ws7|_ .- W87 [ =™
Reva ->| Réva |¢ .90 # W8s!
. # Pottisa!
ss=wss|_ .- W88 I :
S| [_oweon .. [srzvies
go=ws9| .- W89 |/ [ =
Pota e Pota <, 192 # W9o!
{7 Gramakatikal
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Reordering without an index verse

Reconstruction 2
Adivaraha
Prthivi

Pottisa

Gramakuttika
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Reordering without an index verse

Reconstruction 2
Bhuvanapala

Adivaraha -
:r-->

Adivaraha

Prthivi

Pottisa
Pottisa

-
i

Gramakuttika -

Gramakuttika
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Reordering without an index verse

Pitambara  Reconstruction 2

5 =wes. Bhuvanapala
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Reordering without an index verse

Pitambara  Reconstruction 2
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Philological tasks

» find more witnesses (Pitambara in Kolkata, Kulanatha in Pune,
etc.)

» reconstruction of the original sequence of verses and sequence of
attributions of Seven Centuries

» determining the history of the transmission of the text
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Interpretive questions

» what do these attributions actually tell us about the text?

» what does the phenomenon have to do with similarly ‘paratextual’
attribution in the Tamil anthologies?
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Profiles of individual authors

» Pottisa: traditionally said to be a minister of Hala; credited with
some prasasti-type verses.
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» Pottisa: traditionally said to be a minister of Hala; credited with
some prasasti-type verses.

» Palitta: a well-known Jain poet, author of Tarangavati and
Jyotiskarandaka; specializes in imaginative comparisons of
scenes from nature.

» Jivadéva: apparently the author of an independent text; quoted by
Svayambha and praised by Dhanapala.

» Cullodaya: 77?7
» Andhralaksmi: ??7?
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